Media Contact:


John Biggs




Chief Executive Officer




(707) 523-9881

Luther Burbank Savings to move its Santa Rosa branch 
to new downtown quarters

New site will provide better experience for customers, 

revitalize key downtown location

Luther Burbank Savings, Sonoma County’s largest financial institution, plans to significantly increase the size of its Santa Rosa branch by relocating to a well-known, soon-to-be remodeled building in downtown Santa Rosa. 

The bank will refurbish a building it owns at 106 B Street, the former Traverso’s site, to create a more spacious and up-to-date environment for its Santa Rosa branch, which currently occupies a 3,000-square foot leased space at 804 Fourth Street. When completed, the new location will provide approximately 6,000 square feet to serve customers. 

“Luther Burbank Savings is looking forward to solid and continued growth, which depends on how well we meet the needs of current and future customers,” said Vic Trione, Chairman of the bank. “Relocation of the branch to a larger site allows us to accommodate the anticipated growth, while underscoring our commitment to the community that has fostered our success.”
Luther Burbank Savings hopes to start the remodeling project in the fourth quarter of 2010, pending design review by the city of Santa Rosa. Construction is expected to take six to nine months, so the new branch office could open for business by the end of 2011. 

“We look forward to providing our customers with a more pleasant and more private banking experience,” said Luther Burbank Savings Chief Executive Officer John Biggs. “The new branch will have a fresh, but familiar ‘feel,’ with new furnishings that reflect, but bring to a new level, the bank’s traditional look. More important, however, will be the opportunity for greater privacy, with more space separating each account advisor.” 

Luther Burbank Savings’ Santa Rosa branch has leased its current location on Fourth Street since 1983. “Our options for remodeling or increasing the size of the branch are limited due to configuration of the building and the fact that we don’t own it,” explained Biggs.

The layout of the new branch office will include all of the customary elements, including a new accounts area, teller counter, and branch manager’s office, but also calls for a restroom accessible from the lobby for greater customer convenience.
Local project, people and benefits
The branch remodeling project is a locally based effort, starting with the original design by renowned Santa Rosa architect Don Tomasi, a senior principal of TLCD Architecture. Tomasi has been responsible for dozens of educational, medical, public and private sector projects – many of which have received regional and statewide recognition. Tomasi will work with local contractors to carry out his vision for converting the vacant building into a visually appealing and customer-centric facility.
By remodeling the building at this key location, Luther Burbank Savings will participate in what many expect to become a “downtown renaissance,” with the “Museum on the Square” project – another Don Tomasi design – as its centerpiece. 

The Museum on the Square project calls for renovation of a former industrial building located just to the east of the new Luther Burbank Savings branch. The development takes its name from the Sonoma County Museum’s new contemporary art gallery, SC/Museum of Art, which will be housed within the revamped building – a vibrant 10-story mixed-use project.
“We’re excited to be part of the transformation of this area by revitalizing the building at 106 B Street,” said Biggs. “Because the property is close to the Third Street off-ramp from Highway 101, Luther Burbank Savings will create a good first impression as people enter the heart of the city.” 

Other improvements to the site will include creation of 14 large parking spaces and nearly total enclosure of the parking lot by a fence designed to complement the building. The entrance/exit will be on B Street, via a double-wide driveway. 

“In recent years, our solid financial performance has allowed us to expand into Southern California, so we have several new, very attractive offices in other locations,” said Biggs. “We want our home branch here in Santa Rosa to be just as welcoming and comfortable.” 

For more information about Luther Burbank Savings, please go to www.lutherburbanksavings.com or call the Santa Rosa branch at (707) 578-9216. 

